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Community Outreach & Engagement Aims

Overview

Community Advisory Board (CAB)

AIM 1:  Community Burden & Needs 

AIM 2:  Outreach, Education & Services

AIM 4:  Policy Advocacy

AIM 3:  Informing Research

2021  Community Partnerships 



The University of Illinois Cancer Center’s (UI Cancer Center) Of�ce of 
Community Engagement and Health Equity (CEHE) is a unique community-
centered of�ce that engages communities within our catchment area and 
beyond to decrease the cancer burden and to increase cancer awareness and 
access to early detection, and prevention. 

This report re�ects the projects and initiatives that the team led and 
implemented during 2021 in collaboration with cancer center members, 
community partners, and patients.
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The CEHE team disseminates the needs of community members and informs 
research responsive to those needs. The engagement team builds 
relationships with community partners, conducts best practices through 
community education, disseminates project outcomes to communities and UI 
Cancer Center programs, and advocates for policy changes that focus on 
improving cancer care in our communities. 



We are dedicated to conducting best practices related to community-based 
outreach and education to increase cancer screening, prevention, and inform 
research across the cancer continuum of care, from early detection to 
survivorship. 
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The Community Advisory Board (CAB) is responsible for ensuring the 
community voice is heard by researchers and clinicians working to address 
cancer disparities in the communities that we serve. 

The CAB has fourteen advocates who represent: cancer survivor leaders, civic 
leaders, and organizational leaders from community organizations, Federally 
Quali�ed Health Centers (FQHC), and other organizations focused on cancer 
health equity. 
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Co-Chair Co-Chair 
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    UI Cancer Center defines 
its catchment area as Cook 
County, which includes the 
City of Chicago (more than        
                   Illinois’ population). 

    Near           million diverse 
residents live in Cook 
County,  of which              are 
minorities,      African 
American &                         Latino.
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CANCER MORTALITY 2014 -- 2018 HARDSHIP INDEX SCORE 2015 -- 2019 
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Supported by:

The UI Cancer Screening Access, Awareness, Navigation (UI CAAN) project 
began in 2018 in partnership with community safety-net hospitals, community 
organizations, and other stakeholders.

Funded by:

UI CAAN COMMUNITY HEALTH NEEDS ASSESSMENT (CHNA)
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CEHE led the Community Engagement Strategy to engage stakeholders using 
qualitative assessments to share feedback on the  2022-2027 Illinois 
Comprehensive Cancer Control Plan (ICCCP) to ensure that community input 
can be integrated into the plan.  This plan will be used to identify, develop, and
determine policy recommendations and advocacy efforts across the UI Cancer
Center catchment area and the state.

2022-2027 ICCCP COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT STRATEGY 
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PARTNERS

EVENTS
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2021  COMMUNITY  BENEFITS SUMMARY

Organizations, including 2 
Safety Net Hospitals through 
Community Implementation 
projects.

Each partnership was instrumental in project 
implementation, community dissemination, outreach, 
and engagement.

Engagement and Outreach 
Activities providing Cancer 
Awareness, Education, and 
Prevention
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2021  COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP ASSESSMENT SURVEY 

Our annual Partnership Assessment Survey was disseminated to       community 
partners to assess the quality and productivity of partnerships with the Community 
Engagement and Health Equity Of�ce, strengthen bidirectional engagement, and 
understand the health and cancer care priorities of the communities we serve.                            

27% 9%

27%6%

13%27%

38%31%

13%9%



Annual Report 2021 Page  12

2021  COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP ASSESSMENT RESPONSES
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The Commission on Cancer (CoC) is a consortium of professional 
organizations dedicated to improving survival and quality of life for cancer 
patients through standard-setting, which promotes cancer prevention, 
research, education, and monitoring of comprehensive quality care. 

UI Health is a CoC accredited cancer program. The UI Cancer Center CEHE 
team was responsible for the 2021 initiatives that successfully met Standards 
8.1, 8.2, and  8.3.  

                     Increasing participants' knowledge and awareness of lung cancer

                    Change behaviors that reduce the risk of cancer  

COMMISSION  ON CANCER  (COC)
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I.- Mile Square Accessible Mammogram Outreach and Engagement (Mi-MAMO)
Investigators: Yamilé Molina, MS, MPH, PhD;  Vida Henderson, PhD PharmD, MPH, MFA; Lauren Green, MD; Susan Hong, MD, MPH; Nancy 
Miranda, MD; Nicole Gastala, MD; Nasima Mannan, MPH
Project Team: Paola Torres, MPHc; Brenda Soto, MPHc; Miguel Negrete, MPH, PhDc; Alexandra Larkin, MPH; Erica Martinez, MBA, MPH

   years since the 
implementation, our 
team continues to 
work to ensure that a  
patient who received 
abnormal results in   
                                        
                   

 has support          
and has a positive 
outcome, by ensuring 
no barriers to follow-
up care.
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Investigators: Pamela Ganschow, MD
Project Team: Maria Perez; Paola Torres MPHc;  Kristin Andersen MSN, RN-BC , Margarette Duran 

II.-  Illinois Breast and Cervical Cancer (IBCCP) Lead Agency - UI Health 
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Investigators: Leslie Carnahan, PhD, MPH; Vida Henderson, PhD, PharmD, MPH, MFA; Brenikki Floyd, PhD, MPH; Arden Handler, DrPH
Project Team: Ana Williams MPH, MHA, DDS; Paola Torres MPHc; Barbara Williams, MPH

III.-  Illinois Department of Public Health Community Navigation Toolkit & Health Systems Intervention

           

Collaboration between:
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Investigators: Leslie Carnahan, PhD, MPH; Karriem Watson, DHS, MS, MPH; Vida Henderson, PhD, PharmD, MPH, MFA
Project Team: Jeanette Gonzalez, MS; Miguel Negrete, MPH, PhDc; Tonya Roberson, PhD, MPH, DTR; Barbara Williams, MPH; Theresa Mobley; 
Maria Olivero, Tigist Mersha, Chibuzor Abasilim.

IV.-  UI Cancer Screening, Access, Awareness, & Navigation (UI CAAN)
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V.- Southside Colorectal Cancer Initiative (Mi-CARE II)
Investigators: Karriem Watson, DHS, MS, MPH

Project Team: Nasima Mannan, MPH; Miguel Negrete, MPH, PhDc; Paola Torres, MPHc

Mile Square patients and community members 
received targeted colorectal cancer screening 
outreach and education

Total of people impacted by the 
program's outreach activities

                   provider education sessions to 
engage  Mile Square providers in colorectal 
cancer screening initiatives

101

62
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60
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Colorectal Cancer Screening Outcomes 
using Remote Patient Navigation
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Investigators: Heather Prendergast, MD, MS, MPH; Karriem Watson, DHS, MS, MPH, et al.
Project Team: Nasima Mannan, MPH; Ryan Stratton

VI.-  Improving Cancer Survival & Reducing Treatment Variation with Protocols for Emergency 
Care (ICARE)
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VII.-   Young And A Survivor (YAAS!) Network for Health Equity for Young Breast Cancer Survivors
Investigators: Tamara Hamlish, PhD; Susan Hong, MD; Ardith Z. Doorenbos, PhD, RN, FAAN
Project Team: Christine Adley; Talia Holzman Castellands, MPH; Sarah Rittner, MA



Annual Report 2021 Page  21

VIII.-   Chicago Health Equity Initiative (CHEI) 
Investigators: Tamara Hamlish, Ph.D.; Pamela Ganschow, MD
Project Team: Genesis Rio, MPH; Erica Martinez, MBA, MPH
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Investigators: Phoenix Matthews, Ph.D.
Project Team: Nasima Mannan, MPH; Barbara Williams, MPH

IX.-   Connecting for Lung Health (CFLH)

CONTRIBUTED WITH THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
OTHER EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS 

DEVELOPED DATA REPORTING 
TOOL FOR UIC AND CORNELL 
USE 

PARTICIPATED IN                VIRTUAL EVENTS 

REACHED OVER                                              

 IRB APPROVED
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Cancer Biology
Translational Oncology 

Cancer Prevention & Control

Other  Researchers

SIGNIFICANT RESEARCH CONSULTATIONS 2021
I-CHER Jan Kitajewski
Chicago Cancer Screening and Testing Access Coalition (formerly CHEI) Genesis Rios

Cancer Caregiver Training Program Courtney Hughes

BETTER Lifestyle Counseling for African American Women During Pregnancy Izci Balserak Biglay

Communication interventions to overcome clinical trial disparities in cancer Irum Khan

Lung Cancer LOI Ameen Salahudeen

Prostate Cancer Outreach and Screening Peter Gann

RESEARCH COLLABORATION PROJECTS 2021
Chicago Cancer Health Equity Collaborative (ChicagoCHEC) Jennifer Parsons

Promoting Genetic Counseling Among African American Women with
Hereditary Risk for Breast Cancer (KO1) Vida Henderson

Citizen Scientists Advancing Research & Engagement (CARE) John Stewart

Chicago UE5: Scalable Multimode Education to increase the Use of ITCR Tools
by Diverse Analysts Jeffrey Leek
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Chicago Cancer Health Equity Collaborative (ChicagoCHEC)

To strengthen a transformational 
alliance between UIC, NEIU, and 
NU-LCC in pursuit of cancer 
health equity in Chicago

To initiate, conduct and support 
innovative bench, translational, 
clinical, and prevention and 
control-focused cancer research, 
with emphasis on cancer health 
disparities

To develop and implement 
cancer-related education and 
outreach activities generated 
with the engagement of 
underserved communities 
across Chicago

To  coordinate  research  
education  and  mentoring 
opportunities to recruit, retain, 
and advance a pipeline of 
underrepresented students in 
cancer research careers and to 
develop early-career faculty who 
will forge independent cancer 
research careers

To conduct an ongoing rigorous 
evaluation of ChicagoCHEC 
activities



Promoting Genetic Counseling Among African American Women with Hereditary Risk 
for Breast Cancer (KO1)
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To compare the effects of the 
video and brochure on genetic 
counseling attendance 
among AA women at high risk 
for breast cancer.

To test how psychosocial 
factors (knowledge, intrinsic 
motivation, risk perception, 
distress) affect relationships 
between intervention 
exposures (video/brochure) 
and genetic counseling 
attendance

To compare the impact of 
intervention exposures 
(video/brochure) on the 
diffusion of knowledge 
through social network 
analysis.
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Citizen Scientists Advancing Research & Engagement (CARE) 

 

       
     Participants in focus 
groups and town hall 
events asked a range of 
questions to identify their 
knowledge of colorectal 
cancer.

Study findings helped to 
highlight that participants 
had limited knowledge -- 
using the descriptors
 "a disease that can 
impact anyone,  despite 
their age" and "cancer 
that people pass from, if 
not treated properly or 
seek proper treatment in 
time". 
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Chicago UE5: Scalable Multimode Education to increase the Use of ITCR Tools by 
Diverse Analysts

The project will create an 
informatics training network 
hosted at www.itcrtraining.org 
that can be used by everyone from 
community members, to basic 
scientists, to ITCR tool developers, 
to medical doctors, to principal 
investigators to improve their 
knowledge of informatics.



Illinois  Cancer Caucus 
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Our policy advocacy efforts prioritize supporting policies that are focused on 
improving cancer prevention efforts and increasing access to quality care by 
addressing systemic barriers for the communities in Cook County and 
beyond.



Illinois Biomarker Bill - House Bill  HB1779 
The new HB1779 will expand insurance coverage of biomarker testing. 
Biomarkers, which are found in blood, other bodily �uids, or tissues, can 
determine the precise location of a disease or detect the disease in its earliest 
stage, which can provide better treatment outcomes for patients.
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 Illinois Cancer Plan - House Resolution  HR0675 

The resolution HR0675 urges legislators to support and promote the 2022-2027 
Illinois Comprehensive Cancer Control Plan. This plan includes a section, 
“Community Engagement Strategy to Understand Cancer Disparities in Illinois,” 
which highlights the experiences of Illinoisians impacted by cancer as well as 
recommendations for funding and research priorities.

DIAGNOSIS, TREATMENT 
&  SURVIVORSHIP

EARLY DETECTION 
& SCREENING

PREVENTION
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Thank you to all of our active partners in 2021! A special thank you to the Mile 
Square Health Centers and Community Based Practice initiatives. We could 
not do our work without your collaboration and expertise.

37th Ward Alderman Emma Mitts

A Silver Lining Foundation
AKArama foundation

ALAS-Wings
Alivio Medical Center

AllianceChicago

Amber Coalition
American Cancer Society

American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network, Inc. (ACS
CAN)

American Lung Association in Greater Chicago
Aunt Martha's

Austin Coming Together
Bristol Myers Squibb Company

Bristol Myers Squibb Foundation
Cancer Care Specialists of IL (CCSI)

Casa Norte
Central Illinois Area Health Education Center (AHEC)

Chicago Department of Public Health
Chicago Family Health Center

Chicago Hispanic Health Coalition

Chinese American Service League

Chris Draft Foundation

Commissioner Brandon Johnson

Community Health and Emergency Services (CHESI)

Consulate General of Mexico in Chicago
Cut It Out Curt

Decatur Memorial Hospital
Department of Family and Support Service (City of Chicago)

Enlace Chicago

Equal Hope

Family Focus Cicero

Fathers Who Care
Gilda's Club Chicago

Gospel Run

Governors State University

Greater Chicago Food Depository

Hair 4 U Salon

Healing Temple Church

Howard Brown Health

Humboldt Park Health

Illinois Breast and Cervical Cancer Program
Illinois Cancer Partnership

Illinois Department of Public Health

IMAN Community Health Center

Instituto del Progreso Latino (INSTITUTO)

John H. Stroger Jr, Cook County Health and Hospital Systems

Latinos Progresando

Lawndale Christian Health Center

Legacy Training

Love Thy Neighbor in Austin
Make a Wish Illinois

McCormick YMCA

Meridian Health

Michael Reese Foundation

Midway Broadcasting (WVON/WRLL)

Molina Healthcare of Illinois

Mount Olivet M.B. Church

Mount Sinai - Helping Her Live program
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NAACP Illinois State Chapter

NAACP of Illinois Alexander/Pulaski County Branch

Northeastern Illinois University

Oak Street Health
Patient Advocate Foundation

Peer Plus Education & Training Advocates

Pilsen Neighbors Community Council (PNCC)

Project Brotherhood

Puerto Rican Cultural Center

Resurrection Project – ELLAS program

Robert H. Lurie Comprehensive Cancer Center of Northwestern University

Centro San Bonifacio
Sangamon County Health Department

Sidney Hillman Health Center

Sisters Working It Out

South Austin Neighborhood Association
Southern 7 Health Department

St. Clair County Health Department

Puerto Rican Cultural Center
St. Luke's United Church of Christ

Susan G. Komen
Susan G. Komen Memorial Affiliate

Tabitha House

The Blue Hat Foundation

The Community Builders/TCBINC

The Leukemia and Lymphoma Society

The Loretto Hospital
The Timothy Francis Jones Foundation

Triage Cancer

University of Chicago Comprehensive Cancer Center

Univision

Us Too

Wellness House

Westside Health Authority

WOT Foundation, Inc.
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